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Abstract:

Legal positivists and their critics generally share one assumption: the focus of the analysis of law must be on municipal legal systems. In this paper I would like to question this assumption and explore the consequences of a different view. I claim that Hart’s analytical concepts are not restricted to municipal legal systems. I argue in addition that it is necessary to introduce a third kind of rules namely rules that link different legal systems. Accepting this "sociological" interpretation of Hart has as well consequences for the debate on legal positivism.
