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	Abstract:
	  In the history of the modernization of Japan, starting from late 19th century, legal education played a crucial role. In short it, I believe, was the best short-cut or by-pass to learn Western way of thinking and behaving for Japanese. While the ordinary people were living with the traditional way of thinking, the graduates of law, Westernized, took important positions in the governments, both central and local. They could hold higher positions also in private companies, which were mostly under severe control by the government. So, many ambitious and able youth learned law in order to become elites. But the concept of law, in this context, was predominantly that of bureaucrats. And judiciary system was working only at the periphery of the society whose order was kept rather by the sense of traditional intimacy than that of justice. This general feature of the social system with the mind-set suitable for it lasted more or less intact until recently, while the content of the laws had changed greatly after Japan’s defeat of the 2nd World War. The democratization and economic revival of Post-war Japan was led by the strong leadership of capable and paternalistic bureaucracy.

  But after the present slump took a hold in Japanese economy about ten years ago, people gradually came to realize the inefficiencies of our former system which was relying heavily upon bureaucracy. Deregulations are called for and more private initiatives are encouraged. To coup with this general change, new system of `law-schools`, which had been alien to Japanese universities, will be introduced statewide from April 2004 and at present all university law teachers are busy in the preparation for it.

  In this context, I believe the concept of law itself must change, from that of bureaucrats to that of judiciary. And it is not enough for only the content of the legal education in universities to change. As a part of great social reform education at more elementary levels should change. I have been working for several years on an experimental program of introducing some legal education to the elementary and secondary schools. What I will try to investigate in my paper is the implication of legal education in wider social context and the relevance of different concepts of law in it.




